* 
TN # ; 


1 {REA 8 N 
IX be made by all the, 


1 of ENGLAND: * 33 
7 WED " 2ooTril 4 8 4 


I Wi ith REFLECTIONS on the Fouuy,| . 
. 8 CP ERJURY; Se. of the prefent | | 


4. 


"on 2 


= 1 
« 
* © ' 75 
— * pe 1 £ 
Fw A XS EV FY 
40 = * 4 3 & a 
= * 2 ö 
- + N * * 1 * 
- * — 
4 F< 
* 


n AJ p. + K 
83 
3 0 p 
* i , - 

+ E | . ' 

- — | * 44 4, > b . * - 

. , £4 2 - * - ba 

+. 1 b 7% — by 4 5 

d . . 30 e 1 
| 2 * 1 + AS; ; » 2 . 
7 A >» oo F >» = 

n SE 
Rok” * * * ” 
CL ” » CS 25 „ FE” n <> ' 1 H 
— = 1 — 5 * - 1 p 
. * Md — ” 0 


i 
#3, 
* . 78 


| 


1 


„ 


— 


A LETTER from a CLERGV-· 
MAN 1n the Country to his 
FRIEND in London, &c. 


SIX. 


A SI think it the Duty of every true 
Engliſhman, and fincere Proteſtant, 
to take all Occaſions of ſhewing their hear- 
ty Deteſtat ion of the preſent Rebellion, ſo l 
eſteem this eſpecially incumbent on the Cler- 
E, for theſe obvious Reaſons. 

1/?, Becauſe they have been ſuſpected (I 
preſume very unjuſtly) to be, for the moſt 
part, Favourers, or Well-wiſhers at leaſt, to 
the Rebellion. 

24ly, They are ſuppos'd (and very truly) 
to have a great Influence on the Body of the 
Nation. | 

zaly, Their Intereſts, both Civil and Spi- 
ritual, are more endanger'd by this Rebe/- 
lion, than thoſe of any other Profeſſion or 

Body of Men. 
lh, They have a double Obligation 
upon em to endeavour to ſuppreſs all Diſ- 
contents and traiterous Inſurre&ions, as 
| A 2 {worn 


141 
ſworn Subjects to his Majeſty, and Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel. | | 
51%, They have a preſſing Inducement 
to it, from the Example of their ſpiritual 
Fathers, the Biſhops. 
Tt were eaſy to enlarge on every one of 


theſe Particulars; but the latter may well 


be thought, of it ſelf, a ſufficient Motive, as 
we ought to follow thoſe venerable Guides, 
and as Perſons of their great Judgment and 
Knowledge muſt be ſupp3s'd to act upon 
ſolid and important Grounds: Some of theſe 
they have expreſly mention'd in their De- 
claration, in which having told us They 
thought it incumbent upon em, out of their 
Duty to God, to their King, to their Coun- 
try, and to their Religion, in that publick 
Manner to declare their Abhorrence of the 
preſent Rebellion, they mention what makes 
directly for our preſent Purpoſe, namely, 
The Reaſons and Obligations for the Cler- 
O to exert themſelves in like manner, as 
that They ſhou'd fhew themſelves hearty 
Friends to the Government upon this Occa- 
ſion, to vindicate the Honour of the Church 
ef England, &c. That the more clearly and 
epenly we do this, the leſs Blood may pro- 
bably be ſpilt, the leſs Ruin be brought on 


our Country That all thoſe muſt have 


a ſhare in the Guilt — who even by their 
Silence at this Funtture foall give Hopes - 
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1 
rhe Pretender and his Friends. — Is this a 
Time (ſay they) to ſtand Neuters, when all 


Hes at Stake? Or is Popery become ſo inno- 


cent of late, &c. They (viz. the Clergy) 
have not only abjur'd the Pretender, but 
have ſworn to difind King George to the 
utmoſt of their Power, againſt all traiterous 
Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever — 
and to maintain and defend the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, &c. Theſe Words do not on- 
iy import that we will not rebel againſt the 
King, but that we will be atlive fur him 

—— by Prayers, by Preaching, by Admo- 
nifhing, &c. and by a cheerful, ready De- 
claration of our Reſoluticn to ſtand ty him. 
Such a Conauct woud diſconrage the 
Rebels, and auimate the Government, &c. 
Hou muſt the Pretender look upon the 
Clergy of the Church of England after all 
that they have been doing for near thirty 
Tears? They were the Clergy that in the 
Time of King James, did juſily alarm rhe 
Nation with the Dangers of Popery— And 
have every Tear ſince that given Ged Thanks 


for making all Oppoſition fall before the 
Prince of Orange till he became our King: 


They have not only taken all the Oaths e- 


ſtabliſb d by Law, but have uſed the Dayly 


Prayers for the Proſperity of the Govern- 
ment.—Such of us as ſtand true to our Oaths 


will then be calld Rebells and Traitors ; 
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and ſuch as do not (if any ſhalt be ſo wick- 


ed) will be calld Atheiſis and Infidels for 


taking abominable Oaths againſt their Con- 


ferences. What Scandal will this give to ur 


People? and how will they be apt to turn 
Papiſts in great Numbers, when we that 
fou d direct and ſtand by *em, ſhall fall un- 
der ſuch Reproaches? Theſe Arguments of 
their Loraſbips, for the Clergy in general to 
uſe the utmoſt of their Power to quench the 


Flame now rais'd, are ſo full and cogent, 


that nothing need be added to 'em. But 
as to the particular of their Subſcribing or 
Declaring, it may be ſaid, What Occafion 
for this after they have all taken the Oaths? 
Will their bare Declaration, or the Subſcri- 
bing their Names, be a greater Teſtnnony 
of their Sincerity and Loyalty, than their 


| ſolemn Swearing and Abjuration ? In An- 


ſwer to which, one might urge the Prece- 
dent of the Biſhops, who thought fit to add 


their Declaration to their former Profeſſi- 


ons and Obligations of Duty and Allegi- 
ance: One might take Notice of the Poſſi- 
bility of Evaſion in the Matter of Oaths, 
when ten or twenty taking *em-together 1n 
the Court, in ſuch a Diverſity of Voices 
and Sounds, ſome thro' their Zeal and 


Warmth repeating much louder than the 
reſt, others may take the Liberty to ſay no- 


{ey or 


thing at all, or nothing to the Purpo 
what 


2 


2 
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| What is quite contrary to the Tenour of | 
the Oath; which tho? in the Judgment of 
- many it will be eſteemed an Act of the high- 


eft Infincerity and foul Dealing, and which 
a Clergyman muſt not be ſuppos d to be guil- 
ty of, yet as the Caſe ſtands, it may per- 
haps be look'd upon by not a few to be no 
Crime; or at leaſt Pia Fraus, But as to 
what is here contended for, much more 
may be ſaid : For the preſent Deſign being 
ro ſatisfie the Government and Nation of 
the Clergys general Abhorrence of the Re- 
bellion, which wou'd be much to the Cre- 
dit of them and their Profeſſion, wou d great- 
ly diſcountebance, if not allay the Spirit 
of Sedition that now rages, and which, in 
a Word, at this Juncture ſeems neceſſary, 
Tis evident that Oaths are not ſufficient to 


this End: Tis certain the Clergy are not 


thought, upon Account of their being 
ſworn, throughly to deteſt, and to be whol- 
ly ſet againſt the preſent Rebellious Practi- 
ces: There are great Numbers who ima- 
gine (tho' very erroneouſly) that as long as 


we fit ſtill as Neuters, and look quietly on, 


that as long as we don't join in any Act or 
Attempt againſt this Reign, we keep true 


enough to the Ties of Conſcience we lye un- 


der: They conceive (tho' as falſely) that 


the. Oaths are in a manner forc'd upon us, 


that at the beſt we take em not in Order to 
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keep them ſo much as our Livings: They 
are perſuaded ( tho' ſtill I hope as untruly) 
that the greater Part of us are, notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe ſacred Aſſurances of our Lips, ſe- 
cretly in our Hearts Well-wiſhers to the 
Pretender and his Intereſts. Hence we hear 
ſome who value themſelves, and are too 
much valued by others, for a pretended Zeal 


for the Church, kindly endeavouring to re- 


leaſe us from theſe Bonds of Religion, tell- 


ing us they muſt anſwer for our Oath who 
impos'd it upon us, according to the Divi- 


nity in Hudibras, 


*Tis he that made and farc'd it, breaks it, 
Not he that for Convenience takes it. 


Other Staunch-Churchmen urge former 
Precedents to make us eaſie, as the Times 
of the Contentio between the Houſes of 
Tork and Lancaſter, of the Rebellion againſt 
King Charles I. and the Caſe of thoſe Coun- 
tries and Garriſon d Towns which have 
been the Seats of War, in which the good 
People, without any Difficulty or Hurt, of- 
ten ſhift their Maſters and their Oaths of 
Allegiance; ſo that according to the fore- 
ſaid Auhor, 


They tell us plainly what they thought, 
That Oaths and Sweering go for 5 


] 
1 
0 
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And that by them they're only meant 
er gry: re 


But is. ſuch trifling, and playing faſt and 
looſe, to be allow'd in the moſt ſolemn and 
ſacred Tye of Religion? This indeed is Oc- 
caſional Conformity in the worſt Senſe and 
' blackeſt Degree. According to this Doctrine, 
the Government is ſtrangely miſtaken, which 
thinks it has us faſt in theſe Bonds, no leſs 
than they who thought to have ſecur d 
Sampſon with new Ropes, which he brake 
from off him like a Thread; ſo eaſily, it ſeems, 
may we caſt away theſe Cords from us, 
breaking their Bands aſunder. In the fore- 
mention d Caſes the Oath is forc'd upon em, 
with all the Circumſtances of Terror and 
Compulſion, they are alarm'd and ſummon d 
on a ſuddain, nor have Liberty calmly to 
conſider and confirm their Minds; at the 
ſame Time they themſelves are no way ac- 
ceſſary to the Changes they undergo; and 
may poſſibly imagine themſelves no longer 
obliged by Oath to their then Ruler, than 
he continues ſuch by being able to protect 
em: and after all, the Condition of ſuch is 
ever eſteemed moſt wretched and deplora- 
ble, no Cruelty or Oppreſſion being like a 
Violence and Force put upon the Conſci- 

ence: Yet who can undertake to acquit 
em, or can ſay that any Plea or Excuſe they 
| can 
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can make will be accepted? Since we are 
told by the great Sanderſon, $i Juramen- 
tum contineat in ſe quid illiciti, ne vel 
Mortis vitanda caus# d viro honeſlo ſu- 
ſcipi debere; quoting withal that of the Poet, 


Juſtum & tenacem Propoſiti Viruni, 
Non ciuium Ardor, &c. | 
? 


Here that learned Caſuiſt ſays, that we 
& are not to take a wrong Oath to avoid 
« Captivity, or Loſs of all our Goods, 
«< or Infamy, or Torture, or even Death 
&« it ſelf” (lac. citat) which he ſtrengthens 
with the Sentiments of a Heathen: Bur 
now how much is our Caſe different from 
that we have been ſpeaking of? The Oarths 
we have taken, were ſo far from being fore d 
upon us with Circumſtances of Terror 
and Compulſion, that they were purely 


ſpontaneous and free; Nay, we declare em 


to be voluntary in the very Form and AF 
of Swearing: So that we not only volun- 
tary ſwear, but ſwear that we voluntary 
do it: Nor are we ſurpriz'd or ſummon d 
of a ſuddain; but have ſufficient Leiſure 
and Liberty to deliberate and reſolve. If 
we undergo any C of Government, 


we muſt be acceſſary to it our ſelves, ſince 


if our preſent Ruler does not continue able 
to protect us, it muſt be altogether owing 
to 
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to our on Treachery and Falſiood: And 


ſhall we of our ſelves invite and bring up- 
on us that Condition, which in the for- 
mer Inſtance under all thoſe Mitigations 
(ſo many Aggravations in reſpect to us) we 
cannot but look upon as moſt unhappy and 
miſerable! Laſtly, if according to the Do- 
frine of our awn Chwrch, there can be no 
Plea for taking contrary Oaths, not even the 


Fear of Death, what ſhall be ſaid of us if 


we, void of any ſuch Fear, only - out of 
groundleſs Diſcontents, and over-{way'd by 
a factious Temper, voluntarily diſpoſe our 
ſelves to ſwallow, not only contrary Oaths, 


but (to uſe a Logical Diſtinction) thoſe 
«that are Contradiffory! For thus it is with 


us, if after the Abjuration we think of ever 


{wearing to the Pretender; that is, upon 


Oath ſolemnly Renouncing him, and upon 
Oath ſolemnly Acknowledging him. Theſe 
Things, Sir, deſerve a ſerious Confiderati- 
on: And fince the moſt corrupt and profli- 
gate Notions in theſe Matters have of late 
prevailed among the greater part of the 


Laity, and that the Generality of the 


Clergy are by them imagin'd to entertain 
the ſame, tis Time for us to let em all 
know, by ſuch a Declaration as is pro- 
pos d, that Oaths are not of that flight 
and fantaſtick Make many wou'd 1 

ent 
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Tent em to be; that we are wedded to out 
Sovereign by Vows of Allegiance, from 
which, . like thoſe of Matrimony, nothing 
but the Death of one of the Parties can ever 
abſolve us; that now to eſpouſe a Rival, 
wou'd be a kind of Political Adu/tery; nay, 
if we have but luſted after another, we have 


committed it already in our Heart; that, in 


a word, as we voluntarily enter'd into theſe 
great Engagements, we now muſt zeceſſarily 
ſtandby em. *Tis Time for us, by publickly: 
profeſſing our thorough Deteſtation ofthe vile 
Seditions now rais'd, to perform the poſitiveas 
well as negative Part of our Oarhs ; which 
is not only not to rebell ap ginft his Majeſty 
K. George, but to defend him to the utmoſt 
of our Power againſt all traiterous Conſpi- 
racies and Attempts, and to maintain, to 
the utmoſt of our Power, the Succeſſion in 

his Royal Family, againſt the Pretender. 
And there are ſtill farther Reaſons, to think 
a Declaration will be more expedient to this 
End than any other Method, as well as in 
it ſelf highly laudable and becoming: For 
when the People hear of Declarations ſer 
out at once by the Clergy in all Parts of 
England, as it will encourage and confirm 
the well-diſpos'd, ſo will it mightily abaſſi 
and diſpirit the adverſe Party, when they 


Tee thoſe, for whom, it may be, they have 


Eſteem and Veneration, abhor and deteſt 
their 


L134 
their. Cauſe ; when they find themſelves at 
once deſerted by their Spiritual Guides every 
where, abandon'd and leſt to their diſ- 
honourable wicked Courſes by themſelves; 
univerſally ſtigmatiz'd, and condemn'd by 
the Voice of Religion in all places: This 
manner of Proceeding will, in ſome reſpects, 
be of greater Advantage than even Preach- 
ing: For tho' this be a neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſable Duty, and may be of ſingular Be- 
nefit, and do much good in our reſpective 
Pariſhes; yet if we urge never ſo home the 
Duties of Allegiance, Peace and Charity, 
and thoſe great Doctrines of Paſſtve-Obe- 
dience and Non- Neſiſtance, (which the great- 
er part of us have ſo conſtantly and ſtrenu- 
ouſly maintain'd, to the Satisfaction now of 
all good People) inſiſting on the Heinouſ- 
neſs of Treaſon and Diſloyalty, the ſad Ef- 
fects of Civil War, &c. nay, if all of us ſhou'd 
unanimouſly join in theſe Topicks with 
Conſent and Harmony, ſtill what of this 
Nature is done in one place will not be 
known in another: Each diſtin& Congrega- 
tion may be perſwaded, that only their own 
Minifter, or one or two] more, talk in that 
manner, not being appriſed of what is done 
by others: So that they may ſtill remain in 
their preſent dangerous and fatal Error, vis. 
That the major part of the Clergy are not in 
their Hearts averſe to this Rebellion, 2 
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that they fit very looſe to their Oaths of Alle- 
giance and Abjuration. Another Inconve- 
nience in this Matter, you know, Sir, we 
are ſubject to, in our Addreſſes from the Pul- 
pit; which is, that every Pariſh, how 
ſmall or inconſiderable ſoever, being moſt 
unhappily divided into Parties and Diſtin- 
ions, tis difficult for the Miniſter to keep 
in the good Graces of both; but their Opinion 
of him is ſometimes as different as that of the 
Phariſees and Sadducees concerning S. Paul, 
when the Multitude being divided, one part 
ſaid they ſaw no Evil in him, and the other 


were for pulling him to pieces; or that of 


the Fews concerning our Bleſſed Saviour, 
of whom ſome ſaid he ws a good Man, others 
that he had a Devil, and decerv'd the Pea- 


ple. With theſe that are ſo prejudic'd, let 


a Man diſcourſe ever ſo much to the purpoſe, 
eſpecially if it be about the Times, he may 
as well preach to the deaf Adder, tho? this 
happens only where Parties run high: Still 
we muſt do our Duty ; and for the moſt part 


it muſt be own'd, that by ſeaſonable Diſ- 


courſes and right Applications, by the Helps 
of Reaſon and Perſuaſion, it is much in t 
Miniſter's Power to govern the Minds, and 


calm the Breaſts of the Seditious; to com- 


poſe their Diſcontents, and reduce 'em to a 
quiet and peaceable Diſpoſition. And how 
much *tis incumbent upon us to endeavour 
| | ty 
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it, at this Seaſon eſpecially, both as ſworn 
Subjects to A and Mzniſters of the 
Goſpel of Peace, I need not, Sir, acquaint 
| you; nor, on the other fide, what we have 
to anſwer for, if any of us ſhall be fo raſh 
and incog{zderate, now the Nation 1s in this 
Confuſion; as to inflame the Heats and Di- 
ſtempers by venting our own Paſſions in the 
/ Houſe of Prayer, or by detracting Inſinuati- 
ons againſt our Sovereign, ſo contrary to 
the Duty of even common Subjects and Chri- 
| fiians. But now how much good ſoever we 
| may do by making the beſt uſe of the great 
Opportunities we have of Moderating in our 
9 ſtill the Knowledge of what we 
do in this kind, being, as was obſerv d, con- 
tin'd to each place, a Declaration will be a 
noble Addition to it, by having the Advan- 
tage of a general Influence, ſpreading at once 
its nappy Effects over the Kingdom; it will 
likewiſe greatly countenance thoſe of us, 
who have rais'd to themſelves Enemies from 
a Conſcientious Diſcharge of their Function, 
by ſeconding and ſupporting what they have 
done with a reſiſtleſs Force and unanſwer- 
able Authority; for ſuch will the ananimous 
Vote of the Clergy prove,: But what one 
ſhou'd not be a little concern?d for, is the 
Honour and Reputation of the Prieſthood, 
thro? unjuſt and falſe Conceptions, almoſt 
univerſally lab ring under the blackeſt Im- 
putation, 
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[16] 1 
putation, vis. that of Heri Some 
eonclude,. from that E ion of our Savi- 
our's, hall appoint him his Port ion with the 
Hiypocrites, &. that, as one of the moſt- 
deteſtable Vices, it is puniſh'd in the other 
World with the greateſt Degree of Torment; 
however this be, tis certainly a Sin in its 


ſelf of a very baſe and hateful Nature, and 


is look*d upon as the fouleſt Stain that a Man 
can be aſpers'd with: Not then to repeat 


what has been urged in regard to our Oat hs, 


what deeper Dye of Hypocriſy can any Men 
be guilty of, than frequently and conſtant- 
ly to pray gravely, ſolemnly and devoutly, 
for the long and proſperous Reign of King 
GEORGE, and ſecretly in their: Hearts to 
wiſh the quite contrary? Let how many of 
our, and the Church's beſt Friends, by ima» 
gining we ſtand thus affected, wou'd there- 
by involve us in this Guilt, tho', to be ſure, 
undeſignedly? ' Tis obſervable, that in eve- 
ry Sunday Mornings Service only, we pray 
for his Majeſiy no leſs than five Times, in 
ſo many ſeveral parts of it, beſides the new 
Prayers: How often then in a Year? Good 
God! what deteſted and abominable Hypa- 
criſy are we ſuppos d to be guilty of, if all 
this while we are prevaricating and diſſem- 
bling with God and the Morld, in the moſt 
ſolemn and ſacred Concern! This alone 
ſhou d provoke us all with one Mouth loudly 


to 


5 


1 7 5 
to proteſt againſt, and diſavow this infamous 
Imputation! Otherwiſe what may the Peo- 


: hereafter think of Neligion, and the 
rofeſſors of it; how much may Atheiſim 
and Infidelity abound, when this Combu- 
ſtion being extinguiſh'd, and People's Paſ- 
ſions cool q they begin to compare our Oaths 
and Abjurations, Prayers and Prefeſſions, 
with their preſent Notions ofour Inſincerity, 
which they will be then more than ever 
confirm'd in by our paſt Behaviour? Let 
us then now put it out of their Power ever 
to make theſe odious Reflections on us, or our 


Profeſſion, to the great Reproach and Pre- 


judice of Chriſtianity, but chiefly of the 
Church of England : Let us all ſtand up 
as one Man, and ſhew how injuriouſly we 
are thought of, by the fatal Miſtakes too 
many entertain of us: Let us fatisfie all 
Men, but eſpecially the Traiterous and Se- 
ditious, that we diſclaim and abominate 
theſe Treeſons and Conſpiracies, that they 
have not #s to countenance and connive at 
the Ruin they wou'd bring on themſelves 
and their Country, thro' Falſbood and Trea- 
chery, Let us, in a Word, be pure from the 
Blood uf all Men; nor let the Sin of any 
one dying in or for the Act of Perjury 


and Rebellion, be laid to our Charge: This 


may not only in all Probability help to put 
an End to the . but may in 
| .2 
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[18] 
a great Meaſure prevent the like Confuſions 
for the future: For if we ſuppoſe a diſtinct 
Declaration drawn up by the Clergy of e- 
very Dioceſs, thereby the Duties of our 
Allegiance to his Majeſiy, the Wickedneſs 
of this Rebellion, and the dreadful Calami- 
ties of a C:vil War, may be ſet off in ſuch 
various Colours and different Views, that 
being publiſh'd one uponanother, they muſt 
have conſiderable Effects upon all that are 
not purſuing their Intereſts or Revenges, or 
are not Joſt to all Senſe and Shame, and 
gruen over to à reprobate Mind: Eſpecially 
if there be added to each Declaration, in 
Imitation of the Biſhops, an earneſt and pa- 
thetick Exhortation to the People: There 
is an acknowledged Force and Efficacy in 
Eloquence and Perſwaſion, like that of 
Mijick, which may cure this Tarantula 
with which they are ſet a Madding; nays 
I'm perſwaded the very Names of ſome ve- 
nerable learn'd and admir'd Cl/ergy-menz 
which are ſubſcribed to thoſe Declarations, 
will have a conſiderable Influence: There is 
that in the Reverence and Eſteem of ſuch, 
which, added to their Reaſoning, awes and 
ſways the rude Multitude: as it happen'd in 
a Diſſention and Tumult among the Fews, 
Acls, 5.34. 40. Then ſtood there up one, 4 
Doctor of Law, had in Reputation 
among all the Peopl And to him they 
WER 7 3 
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dgretd : May not the ſame Succeſs be expe? 


&ed from many ſuch fanding up as it were 
all together, and oppoſing the like Madneſs? 
Since theſe alfo can now urge late Inſtances 
(as well as that learned Phariſee) of one 
who boaſted himſelf to be ſome body, to 
whons a Number of Men join d themſelves, 
who was overcome; and all as many as 0- 
bey d him, were ſcatter'd and brought to 
nought: And of another, that drew away 
much people after him, who alſo periſhed, 
and all, even as many as obey'd him, were 
diſperſed (ver. 36. 37.) You may obſerve, 


Kr, what has been hitherto ſaid, chiefly 


reſpects the benefic'd Clergy, who are ſingu- 
larly obliged to the Government for what 
they enjoy under its Protection, and ought 
more eſpecially to be attach'd to its Inte- 
reſts, on Account of their repeated Oat hs 
and Abjurations, (to ſay no more of the 
publick Prayers) and who by Reaſon of 
their Office, are more known to the People, 


and may have thereby the greater Preva- 
Tency over em: Yet if the Others join'd in 


this Deſign, it might carry the better A- 
ſpect, and the greater Weight. One can- 
not here well omit doing Juſtice to the few 
Soaring Clergymen (I wou'd not be un- 
derſtood of thoſe of Scotland) whom every 
one (how unwillingly ſoever) muſt ownto 
be Perſons generally ” Exemplary TR 
2 an 


45.1 5 
and diſtinguiſnd Learning; who as they do 
but too much Honour to a bad Cauſe by ta- 
citly countenancing it, ſo their Conduct in 
this and the late Reigns has been ſuch, as 
if they had really taken all the Oaths; 
while by the Behaviour, it ſeeras, of ſome 
who have taken em, one wou'd rather think 
they were Non- Jurors; fo that it wou'd be 
happy for the Church, if theſe were profeſ- 
ſedly what the others are, and thoſe were 
in the Room of theſe: But from the Miſ- 
carriage of theſe, and the aureaſonabie di 
lence of the greater Part, together with 
thoſe current Notions' of our general Diſ+ 
affettion, (unleſs we now take ſome Mea- 
ſures to evidence the contrary) it will be 
altogether owing to his Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
if the Intereſts of our Profe/jon do not 
ſuffer. Whereas if we hope for any Favours. 
or Privileges from him, or even to retain 
thoſe granted by his Royal Pregeceſſors, it 
may be well expected we ſhould, at this cri- 
tical Juncture, per form ſomething acceptable 
to him. Our Oaths we werecall'd upon for by 
the Legiſlature, we took em as being in 2 
manner in his Majeſty's Pay, as holding 
our Ltivings by that Tenure; we ſhou'd 


now ſerve him as Volunteers, doing ſomewhat 
extraordinary of our own accord, without 
any Regard to S7ipend; which though it be 
rather of the lateſt, yet even now tis not 

40 


tion may not 
Mes ef more ſublime Parts. 
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. 
to be thought ſuprrſuous and unnece[ary : 
Otherwiſe when all is over, we rar porch 


an ill Grace come with our Addreſſes, con- 


gratulating his Majeſty for that Succeſs for 
which he will give us no Thanks, and 
which will not be thought to have had our 
beſt Wiſhes. Thus, Sir, I have given you 
my Thoughts, as they occurr'd, in this 
Matter, with that Uncorrectneſs and Free- 
dom, in which Writings of this kind beſt 
appear: I wou'd not be thought to dictate 
to my Superiours; tis to you that I com- 
municate theſe Sentiments: Yet ſometimes 
it happens that Perſons of little or no Ac- 
count, ſuggeſt that which deſerves the 
Conſideration of thoſe of greater Abilities: 
A celebrated Hutbor has obſervd that we 
often hear in Debates of great Moment, A. 
nimad verſions of more Weight and Conſe- 
quence from eaſe whoſe ordinary Conver ſa- 

e ſo delightful, than from 


Now, Sir, if we look upon the Cauſes 


of this Rebellion, the Perſons by whom tis 


carty'd on, the Perſon againſt whom, and 
the direct plain Confequences of it, this will 
ſtrengthen all that has been urged, and ſhew 


-farther Reaſons why the Clergy ſhould ex- 
ert themſelves to their utmoſt againſt it. For 


who does not know, nay have we not heard 


; thoſe of our own Party 1 mean the Tories) 


B 3 them- 
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[ 22 } 

themſelves confeſs, that when the King 
firſt came, the whole Body of the Nation 
(except an inconſiderable few) were ſatif- 
fy'd as to his Right and Title, that they 
were entirely pleas'd with the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion; and that if themſelves had been 
more encouraged, and thoſe call'd the Fhigs, 
leſs, all had been well: So that the Matter 
ſtands plainly thus; the Tories are put out 
of their Places; therefore the King has not 
near ſo good a Title now as he had when 
he came over a Year ago: The Parliament 
wou'd-not- ſuffer the Diſſenters Meeting - 
Houſes to be pull'd down by the Mob, there- 
fore the Church zs in Danger: Tis much the 


ſame in Scorland: Mar was no Favourite at 


Court, Ergo, The Union muſt be diſſolvdo 
Vi & Armas ; for tis a Gordion Knot, and 


will not be unty'd without the Sword; (uor 


*tis to be hoped with it.) Mar was turned 
out of his Pot, therefore the Pretender be- 
comes of a ſudden James VIII, the right- 


ful ard natural King of Scotland, &c. In 


which Caſe Mar and the Pretender have car- 
ry'd it very handſomely one to another. 


Mar makes the Pretender à King, it was 
then but civil in the Pretender to make Mar 


a Duke: This puts me in Mind of two mer- 
Ty Fellows, who travelling together, that 
they might be the more taken Notice of, 


and 


E 523 
n A 
and the better attended, agreed between 
themſelves, that the one ſhould be a Lord, 


and the other a Knight, 
Nor is the Cauſe at all mended by the 
Perſons concern'd in it; For ſetting alide 
the Number of Papi/ts, and a few others 
that want to have the ſharing of Poſts and 
Preferments, what are the reſt better than 
a giddy Rabble of Senſeleſs Male-Contents? 
There is nothing more eaſie than for 
hardy deſperate Men to draw after em a 
Crowd of Mutineers, as Cataline found, in 
his Conſpiracy and Rebellion: 14 quod fa- 
cillimum erat omnium flagitioſorum al que fa- 
cinoroſorum circum ſe, tanquam ſtipatorum, 
catervas habebat, &c. ſays the Hiſtorian: 
Here was the Refuſe of Mankind, Pol- 
trouns of all Colours and Sizes, what Cicero 
calls Sentina Rei-publice, the Filth and 
Of-ſcouring of the State; fit Followers for 
fuch a Leader! Theſe naturally gather to- 
__ by a homogeneous Malignancy, and 
ellow-feeling in Iniquity; as a Confluence 
of all the ill Humours of the Body get to a 
head in the diſtemper'd Part of it. 
As this appears to be the Character of the 
greateſt Part of the Rebels among us, their 
Conftderates beyond the Tweed have pro- 
ved to be no other than ſuch another lewd 
diſorderly Rout: Mar indeed in his Dec/a- 
tion gave out that his Soldiers ſbou d behave 
B 4 them. 
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themſelves ervilly, and commit no Plund. 
ering, nor other Diſorders, upon the higb - 
eft Penalties : But cou'd there be a greater 
Jeſt than to pretend this, when the poor 
Rebels, in a bare ſtarving Country, had no 
Likelyhood of Pay or Proviſion of a Month's 
Continuance, but what they cou'd get by 
Rapine and Stealth from ſuch as were 
able and quiet in the Land? Accordingly 
we find em, in a leſs Space of Time, ran · 
ſacking and pillaging where- ever they came, 
and their General himſelf the greateſt Plun- 
derer, laying the Country under the moſt 
heavy and grievous Contributions. What 
leſs was to be expected from the congrega- 
ted Clans of hungry Fellows of wretched 
Fortunes, ready at all Times to foot it af- 
ter their angry diſcontented Lazrds on any 
mad Enterprize? Such a profligate Crew as 
Spartacus the Gladiator led againſt the Ro- 
mans; Vaſſals and Freebooters, glorious 
Aſſertors of Liberty and Property! Nor let 
em be thought to deſerve any more Regard 
(unleſs it be that of the Magiſtrate to ſup- 
preſs em) becauſe of their Numbers; fince 
tis certain ſuch a Body may be drawn to- 
gether, and be ſet a foaming and raging, 
like a tempeſtuous Sea, without even know- 
ing themſelves the Cauſe of their wild Pro- 
c:clings, or what they wou'd have: an In- 
ſtance of which we have in As 19. where 

"Ul 
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tis ſaid ſame cried one thing, and ſume ano- 
ther, and the greateſt Part knew not ubere · 
fore they were come together: So little Care 
do theſe Wretehes take toinform themſelves 
of the Juſtice of their Clamours and Seditiony 
as we (hall have farther Cauſe to own, if 
we conſider the Perſon againſt whom this 
infamous Nebellion is openly avow'd and 
carry'd on, A juſt Character of whom 1 
ſhall not pretend to undertake, which muſt 
needs ſuffer under ſuch unequal Abilities : 
His Picture, like that of the fam'd Monarch, 
ſhou'd be attempted by none but an Apelles: 
And yet a fmall Sketch of him I cannot 
forbear exhibiting, asI find it in a Diſcourſe 
lately publiſh'd; One wou'd think (fays 
« the Author) if either the Senſe of Feeling 
© or of Gratitude were not wholly dead 
é among us, it might be enough to alarm 
* the coldeſt Breaſt, to think only upon 
« what They profeſs and attempt to remove 
ic from us, To deprive us of a KIN G, who 
& = of all the Royal and Humane 
F Virtues that any Nation cou'd wiſh to 
& ſee united in a Governour, and poſſeſs'd of 
e *em in ſo great a Degree, that were his 
& People but as willing to be made happy 
« as he is to make 'em ſo, nothing upon 
Earth cou'dequal theBlefſingsof hisReign; 
* ofa KING, whohath given the World the 
$ ſenſible and certain Demonſtration of Ex- 

Per jence; 


L 
« perience, that no heigth of Power can 
ec corrupt the Equity of his Nature or diſ- 
ct der the Temper of his Soul. — 
«< whoſeRight is the very Eſſence, Band and 
Fundamental Law of Society; and whoſe 
& Inclination, Nature and Religion; all 
tc conſpire to make him the Father of his 
6“ People, Delighting in their Happineſs, 
« as in his own? But we need not inſiſt on 
his real Virtues; tis enough to our preſent 
Pupoſe to fpeak only of the Negative Part 
of his Character; tis ſufficient to blacken 
and render odious this Rebellion to all Po- 


feerity, that the Perſon againſt whom tis 


directed, is no Tyrant, ns Intruder into the 
Thrane, no Oppreſſor; that none of its Secret 
Abettors, nor the open Actors in it have 
been depriv d of their Privileges or Liber- 
ties, or been any way in juriouſly treated by 
him. For ſhou'd he appeal to any of them- 


ſelves in perſon, as Samuel did unto the /. 


raelites, Behold here T am, witneſs againſt 
me before the Lord whom have I de- 
Frauded? whom have 1 oppreſſed? or 0 
whoſe hand have T received any Bribe to 
blind mine Eyes therewith ? Wou'd they not 
be forc'd to anſwer with Shame and Con- 
fuſion as the Fews then did, Thou haſt not 
defrauded us, nor oppreſſed us ; neither haſt 
thou taken ought of any Man's Hand. (1 
dam. 12.) It is indeed too notorious, as 

a this 


A KING: 


at 1 4 4. _ cc 


[47] ; 

this Nation ſeems to reſemble that People 
in many wonderful Bleſſings and Deliveran- 
ces, and the peculiar Fayour of Goa, ſo we 
nearly 1mitate em in their Ingratitude, and 
fraward, ſtiff-neck'd, mut inous Diſpoſition, 
according to that Deſcription of the Sary- 
riſt, deſignꝰd for both, _ OP 


The Jos a Headſtrong, moody, murm”ring. 
ares 
As ever tryd th Extent and ſtretch of 
Grace; ; 
God's pamper'd People, whom debauch'd 
F wil 2 Eaſe, 4 
No King cou'd govern, nor no God cou'd 
pleaſe, | RIS, 
Such being the Genius and Diſpoſition of 
theſe Kingdoms, it will be the leſs Wonder 
that any Commotion ſhou d be rais'd againſt 
ſo excellent a Prince and ſo worthy a Gen- 
tleman ! eſpecially reflecting on what has been 
mention d, viz. its true Cauſe, and the Per- 
ſons engaged in it: To which may be ad- 
ded what pay'd the Way towards it, and has 
at leaſt made the Generality of the People 
look on with the leſs Horror and Deteſtati- 
on, namely, the ſtrangeſt Spirit of Lying 
that at once ever poſſeſs'd unhappy Nation: 
There ſeems to have been a kind of daring 
Contention who ſhou'd appear moſt hardy 


in venting monſtrous Forgeries, and mea D 
an 
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and paltry Defamations of our Sovereign; 
as if it were to ſhew how bravely, — 
are in the Humour, we can deſpiſ? Domi 
nion and ſpeak Evil of Dignities: If theſe 
Things, Sir, did not a little account fox 
what is paſt, and what is ſtill doing, it 
wou'd appear altogether amazing and inex+ 
plicable that any People, after they had of 
their own free Accord ſettled the Surceſſi- 
on upon a Prince and his illuſtrious Houſe 
by all poſſible Laws, Guarantees and other 
Securities, after they had invited him amo 
em, proclaim d, croum d him, addreſs'd 
him, and ſwore to him, they ſhou'd in /efs 
than the Revolution of one Tear, without 
any Pretence, but what they wot'd be a- 
ſham'd to own, perfidiouſly enter into Plots 
ard Conſpiracies, and rife up in Armsagainſt 
him! Which, notwithſtanding all that can 
be ſaid to excuſe or explain it, muſt till 
make us contemptible and ridiculaus to all 
other Nations, and monftrous to our own 
Poſterity: And this ſo much the more, if 
we look forward on what muſt be the plain 
direct Conſequence of this extraoramary 
Conduct; which is no other than the ine- 
vitable Deſtruction of every thing that 
ought to be valued by us as Men and as Chri- 
ſtians, as free- born dͤubjects, and as Prote- 
ſtants: With reſpect to the State, ſhou'd this 
wiſe Contrivance of a Rebellion ſucceed / the 
+ 5 plain 
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in Sequel is, that every Reign fince King 
Famer is one continued U — 
ince that Time, we have had no true Par- 
lament, no authoriz'd Statutes; all our 
cellent Laws, and every thing done by 
Government, for near thirty Years, be- 
come thereby null and void; every Man li · 
ving that hes during this Space taken the 


 Oaths, will be in the Condition of a Trai- 
> and Rebel, at the Mercy of the Preten- 
Ae, 


depending on his Promiſe of Pardon; 
and who knows not how ſacred and invio- 
lable that of a Paprift is with eſteem d Here- 
tacks? This and all other his Proteftations 
and Oaths made to us, become ipſo fatto 
cancell'd and invalid as a Matter ofCon/cience 
and Religion, by the unalter d profeſs d Do- 
Frines and Authority of his Church, and 
he is left deſpotick and abſolute, to act as 


arbitrarily as he pleaſes: Thoſe of the Lai - 
, who have Church-Lands, may be glad 


to compound with reſtoring what they and 
their Anceſtors have ſo long facrilegiouſly 


"withheld: Thoſe who have Mony in the 


Government (who together are the great- 
eſt Part of the Nation) will pay as dear for 
their Folly, if they imagine the Pretender 
will ſuffer it to be any longer burthen'd with 
the reſunding thoſe great Sums which have 
en employ d in carrying. on a War againſt 
him, and by Means of which he has _ | 
| 0 


(nl. 
** folong kive from the Throne: He will 400 : 

bicſclf much more oblig'd to ſatisfie the 
immenſe: Debts he owes to France for the 
War carry'd on in his Favour, and for the 
long Support of himſelf and of the Family 
that has adopted him: Yet what are theſe, 
and many the like Miſchiefs, compar'd with 
the Loſs of that Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free? In regard to the Ghurch 
therefore, what have we to expect but Ro- 
miſh Superſtition, together with French Sa- 
very? Who can doubt but that many ſecret 
Obligations and Engagements have long 
fince paſt between the Pope and the Pre- 
| — If therefore we will have this Man 
to reign over us, we may be aſſur'd 2h. 
Romans will come, and take both our Place 
and Nation : The Tyranny and Barbarity 
of whoſe Perſwaſion (to ſay nothing of its 
Abſurdity and Sinfulneſs) is ſo noterious, 
that tis certain there are many who are ma- 
nifeſtly of no Religion, and who ſet indif- 
ferent to any other, that wou'd ſooner ſa- 
crifice their Lives, than endure That to be 
eſtabliſb'd among us. But will he not give 
us his ſolemn Promiſe and Aſſurance that 
none of theſe Evils ſhall. come upon us? yes 
no doubt. The Diſpenſing Power of Rome 
will abſolve him from that, or with his 
being even a pretended: Proteſtant, or even 
any thing elſe, in order to carry ” 
tae 


I! 1 
the great Work, But when he is once well W 
ſettled here, we ſhall ſee too late the frong 
DDeluſion begin to open, and that we have 
 believ'd a Dye. Where then ſhall we ſeek 
for \Redreſs? Shall we invite over again the 
Howſe of Hannover? Or have we any other 
(bange to think upon? No, the greateſt Mi- 
ſchief of all is, we ſnou d not only bring inevi- 
table Ruin on our ſelves, but all Hope and Pro- 
ſpect of Relief being cut off, entail it for | 
ever on immeriting Poſterity! The Attempt 
now: made by the Rebels, is not only to in- 
volve us in Miſery (who forour Ingratitude 
&c, may have deferv'd it)butour Of- ſpring 
muſt inherit the b/z/ed Fruitsof thisglorious 
Enterprize, | 
Et Nati Natorum, & quinaſcentur ab illis: 
| having thus given up to a fſucceſſive Train 
of Hereditary Papiſts an zndefeaſible Right 
. plague and oppreſs 'em to the World's 


I now, Sir, conclude this long pi. 
le; tho? much more one might ſay, leſs I 
cou'd not: I ſhall be in no Pain for any Free- 
dom I have uſed toward you; but in many 
People there is ſtrange Diſpoſition towards 
being affronted and diſpleas d, by wrong 
Applications and falſe Conſtructions per ver- 
ting one's Words to a Senſe never dreamed 
of. I am likewiſe fatisfy'd that what has 
been ſaid, will not ſuffer or be thought — 
worſe 
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